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Information on Host Organization 
The Caribbean Network for Urban and Land Management (CNULM), based at The University 
of The West Indies, is an NGO whose vision is to facilitate the relationship between people and 
urban areas through a collaborative multi-stakeholder approach, in the effort to contribute to 
social equity, environmental justice and improved livelihoods in the Caribbean.  
UWI is an Associate Institution of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). In keeping with the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed on 7 December 1999 between UWI and the 
CARICOM Secretariat for Institutional Cooperation, UWI supports the effort at Capacity-
Building by CARICOM through the implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
(MEAs) and related commitments. CNULM considers this internship facility as an important 
capacity building initiative which can strengthen the region’s thrust towards better 
environmental management and a green economy, which support the goals of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the region’s priorities in 
the areas of mitigation and adaptation to climate change. 

 
What is the Capacity building related to Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) in 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries – The Caribbean Hub Sub-component 
Project? 

This project is part of the overall European Commission Programme for Capacity Building 
related to the implementation of MEAs in the ACP countries. It is designed to increase the 
capacities of Caribbean states and the CARICOM Secretariat in areas such as project 
management and writing skills, negotiations and lobbying skills, legal drafting skills, 
information management and exchange, and the synergistic implementation of MEAs in a 
coherent and integrated manner. This will facilitate Caribbean countries to address development 
challenges associated with the adverse effects of climate change, loss of biodiversity, drought, 
land degradation, waste management and other threats to the environment. 
 

 
 



Justification for the Project 
At the Thirty-Seventh Special Meeting of the Council for Trade and Economic Development 
(COTED) meeting in September 2011, a paper was presented by the CNULM entitled Urban 
Development and the Green Economy by the CNULM/CARICOM Secretariat. In this paper, 
COTED: 
Noted that there was no common, agreed regional or international definition of the green 
economy and that the Region needed to determine its own understanding of the concept of the 
Green Economy as a matter of urgency for the Region’s preparations for Rio+20 

Recognised that the urban sector could be a key driver of any green economy concept and 
stands to benefit the most from any green economic reforms introduced in the Caribbean 
Encouraged the CNULM network to dialogue with other organisations working on regional 
perspectives of the Green Economy to provide information on the urban dimensions of the green 
economy 
Also recognised that the Caribbean Urban Forum 2012 represents a good opportunity to 
contribute to a CARICOM position on issues related to Urban Development and the Green 
Economy in advance of and as part of the preparatory process leading up to Rio +20 
 
COTED has therefore requested CNULM to advance the efforts towards a green economy in 
partnership with CARICOM. MEAs represent a good platform through which national 
environment and sustainable development goals may be realized and addressed. This ACP-
MEAs Project will contribute to the implementation of strategies for sustainable development, 
increasing the prosperity of the Region, reducing poverty and improving peoples’ livelihoods.


