
 

 
RESEARCH GRANT: REVIEW OF MONITORING AND EVALUATION TOOLS WHICH DETERMINE 

RELEVANCY AND UPTAKE OF RESEARCH INVOLVING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN 

THE CARIBBEAN   

 

Background of the project 

According to the Global Competitiveness Report 2010-2011, competitive economies are those 

which have put in place systems to enhance productivity on which their present and future 

prosperity is built. A competitiveness-supporting economic environment can help national 

economies improve GDP to support high incomes and to establish a mechanism to ensure solid 

economic performance, which by extension, may provide the impetus for sustainable 

development. Technological innovation is one of key components of competitiveness. Although 

improvements can be made to other contributing factors to competitiveness (e.g. improving  

institutions, building infrastructure, reducing macroeconomic instability, improving human capital 

etc.), these run into diminishing returns without improvements (adaptation, diffusion and 

flexibilisation) in innovation. Innovation is particularly important for sophisticated knowledge 

driven economies which create rather than adapt technologies, but less-advanced countries 

can benefit from improved productivity by adopting and adapting existing technologies in their 

quest for competitiveness.  

 

To improve innovation potential, there needs to be adequate investment in research and 

development (R&D), especially by the private sector but also in the public sector; the presence 

of high quality scientific research institutions; extensive collaboration in research between 

universities and industry; streamlining of product/process clusters, and the protection of 

intellectual property.  

 

In the Caribbean, the economic and social development has been hampered by a weak 

framework for Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) policy development. Despite the 

ratification of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) the Caribbean has not fully 

harmonised such frameworks into national policy and laws.  Neither has the Caribbean clearly 

articulated how the STI can create the impetus for development, innovation and 

competitiveness. These gaps in articulation are manifested in their inability, for instance, to 

integrate STI into urban planning and management, laws and policies at the national level. This 

in turn results in urban populations being impacted by regular flooding, poor water quality, poor 

sewage disposal, traffic congestion and poor mobility, air pollution, irregular supplies of 

electricity, inefficient uses of energy, poor infrastructure and poor maintenance.   

 

It is important that investments made into R&D are in keeping with the national needs and 

aspirations yet furthering regional growth and transformation and competitiveness.  To attain 

that goal there needs to be a balance between pure research which contributes to general 

body of global knowledge and applied research which may be more relevant to our 

development needs. Beyond citations of published articles and journal rankings, it is important to 

determine what intellectual contribution is being made to the instruments of policy making 

(technical committees, comments on green and white papers, law reform and law creation, 

developmental projects, administration etc.) and how best can this be measured and 

rewarded.  Such a tool(s) is important as they will allow for a more realistic view of the outputs of 

investments in education and training (tracer studies) and allow for an understanding of the 

future human resources and training needs of the region.  It, therefore, may provide an 

understanding of the development problematique – that is, implementation deficit. 

 

This ACP-ST project: Strengthen research development and uptake capacity in Urban, Land and 

Municipal Management in the Caribbean [NSUS Network for the application of STI to the urban 

sector], funded by the European Union intra the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of 

Countries focuses on the application of Science and Technology to the urban sector. It has 

programmed a series of assessment and technical studies, some related to monitoring and 

evaluation. The findings from this study Monitoring and Evaluation Tools will be an input to the 

technical meeting to be held in The Netherlands, as well as to the resource base provided by 

the Caribbean Network for Urban and Land Management through its communication tool 

blueSpace (www.bluespacecaribbean.com). It is one of four assessment studies commissioned 

from technical experts or done in-house at the partner institutions during the life of the project to 

be published after the workshops.  



 

Research Grant Objectives 

In this project, science is interpreted broadly as knowledge while technology is the use, 

adaptation, diffusion and implementation of knowledge. It extends beyond physical 

technologies to include laws, policy formulation; negotiation; implementation; procedures and 

other administrative mechanisms. This study intends to determine the form of intellectual 

contribution to urban planning and management and how the contribution is measured and 

valued by the various forms of research institutions and wider society. These contributions are to 

be assessed in light of their value in improving innovation and general competitiveness of 

Caribbean economies.  

 

Activities 

1. Review the impact of science and technology research directly related to urban 

and land management issues in the Caribbean 

2. Examine challenges that are likely to be created with a science and technology 

agenda  

3. Create of typology for research or research affiliated institutions in the Caribbean 

and in selected countries outside the region (e.g. classical studies, land grant 

universities, thematic research institutions etc.) and comment on how these 

institutions impact innovation and other factors which influence competiveness of 

economies; 

4. Create a typology on the tools/mechanisms by which intellectual contributions 

from knowledge workers impact innovation and other factors which influence 

competiveness of economies; 

5. Review of the means by which the quantity, quality and impact of research is 

traditionally measured (e.g. citation indices for peer reviewed journal articles, 

patents, industrial designs etc.) and comment on the perception of research or 

research affiliated institutions and wider society of the value of the various forms 

of intellectual contribution; 

6. Develop a means of assessment and typology of intellectual contribution beyond 

the traditional systems (e.g. laws, policies, programmes, comments on white 

papers and green papers, technical committees, developmental projects, 

administration etc.);  

7. Produce a draft report for Technical Advisory Group Meeting in The Netherlands; 

and  

8. Finalization of Technical Working Paper. 

 

Qualification 

This project can be undertaken by one researcher or a consortium of researchers across 

institutions. Advanced degree in Urban Planning, Business Strategy or work in a related area is an 

asset. An understanding of the tertiary education sector and research to application and 

implementation processes will be an asset. 

 

Period of performance 

Six months in total but four months for the production of the Draft report. Estimated start time 

July11th 2011 

 

Value of Grant 

The value of the grant is 15,000 Euros and does not include the travel costs required to attend 

the policy meeting.  

 

Application procedure 

Candidates are required to submit an electronic copy of a proposal which must include 

previous experience, workplan with timelines and resources required to: 

  

Dr. Perry Polar 

NSUS Project Coordinator  

CNLUM Secretariat 

Department of Geomatics Engineering and Land Management  

Faculty of Engineering  

The University of the West Indies  

Perry.Polar@sta.uwi.edu 

  

Deadline for receipt 

June 1st 2011 

 

 

 


